
This walk stretches across three main areas spanning a

section of beach from Godrevy to beyond Gwithian Beach

car park and can be extended right into Hayle. Although

there are not many visible remains it is a beautiful walk.

Please check tides and walk on the beach at low tide.

The Tin Streams, known locally as “Red River”, was

based between Gwithian village and Godrevy where

Sandsifter stands and the adjoining National Trust land

marked with a chimney. The river that flows between the

house and the works used to be full of metal deposits

from mining upstream and ran an opaque orangey-red

which gave the works its nickname.

Although the business in recent years has been associ-

ated with the extraction of sand from the bay, Tin Streams

originally started in 1913 to separate valuable tin deposits

from beach sand.

The manager of Cornish Sands Limited, the first

company at Tin Streams, was Mr Gray, who lived at

Beach House (replaced by Sandsifter).

Although this is now a popular surfing beach, at that

time Mr Gray could shoot rabbits from his back door

without fear that he might hit someone. Beach House

had a direct telephone link to Godrevy lighthouse.

The Grays would hold the receiver next to the gramo-

phone horn so that the lighthouse keeper could also

enjoy their music. In return the lighthouse keeper would

warn them of approaching rainstorms, giving them time

to ‘pick in’ their washing.

In 1915 the Tin Streams closed and the Gray family

moved away to Shropshire. Perhaps due to the war, the

Tin Streams re-opened in the same year, managed by

Captain Stevens.

From Gwithian pass the entrance to
Sandsifter, go over the small bridge (and
what was the red-coloured river) and

take a left to Godrevy. Park in the National Trust
car park. Leave the lower car park (with the café)
as though going towards Godrevy lighthouse.
Keep walking along this green area heading
slowly for the cliff edge (the road is on your
right, lifeguard hut on your left). You will see
four large concrete foundations.

A hoist that pulled up large stones from the
beach, known as bullys, was based here. Bullys
crushed the sand as part of the process to separate
the tin from the sand. There is a concrete slipway
nearby that was used for easy access to and from
the beach.

Turn around and go back to the end of the lower
car park. The café is on your left, the walkway to
the beach on your right.

Red River – Gwithian Tin Streams Walk

Based on interviews with and by Bob Cleave,

a local historical documentary filmmaker

whose film, Gwithian Tin Streams,

contains more information.
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Sand storage tanks. (Bob Cleave)

Godrevy, Tin Streams with
the large sand containers
visible and Gwithian
village. (Bob Cleave)
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